
Dr. Phil ip 0. HcM8ster 
Rockefel lar lnsti tute for CIedical Research 
66th and York 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Dr. H&aster: 

I have been attempting a genetic approach to hypotheses of antibody 
formation end induced tolerance end of course ths problem of persistence 
of antigens is important. Could you spare reprints of your papers dealing 
with this question? I have read one account of long persistence of anti- 
genie materiel in the 1 iver of mice and rabbits; have I overlooked comparable 
trials on persistence in other tissues such as the spleen and lymph nodes, 
investigated by similar immunofogic8l techniques? 

The main point is to justify the assertion that the maintenance of 
Immune tolerance requires unexpectedly long persistence of the antigen (cf 
enclosure). Dr. Richard Smith’s recent paper in J. Exp. Med. is most 
encouraging. 

Yours s i nceral yJ 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Hedlcrl Genetics 


